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HELMAN FAMILY WILLS
SIZABLE GIFT TO FHSU
4/22/94 special

bl

HAYS. KS---Robert W. and Geraldine R. Helman of Leisure World in Mesa. Ariz.• have
willed a gift in value of approximately $2 million to Fort Hays State University.
FHSU will use the money to construct a cartllon tower with a clock and bells or chimes
on campus in memory of the Helmans. The remaining funds will finance student loans.
with emphasis on aiding the average student to attain a college education.
Helman. formerly of Goodland. Kan .. is a 1940 FHSU graduate. Mrs. Helman attended
Emporia State University.
The Helman gift will'come to the university upon the deaths of the prior beneftctartes of
the Helman trusts. The prior beneftctartes are the Helmans' sons. Dr. Stephen Helman. a
1969 FHSU graduate. and his wife Barbara. residents of Carl Junction. Mo.. and Ph1l1p
Helman. a 1971 FHSU graduate. now living in Pleasanton. Calif.
Bob Helman has served for more than 30 years on the FHSU Endowment Association
Board of Trustees. He was serving as its president in 1969 when he resigned to accept an
appointment to the Kansas State Board of Regents where he served from 1970-1975. He was
the first FHSU graduate to serve on the Board.
Helman received the FHSU Band Alumni Award in 1975. and the FHSU Alumni
Achievement Award for public service in 1976.
Helman Said. "Perhaps our making this gift will inspire other alumni to leave
something to the university in gratitude for what the university has meant to their lives."
Fort Hays State University President Edward H. Hammond said he was pleased with the
Helman gift. "I can visualize a tall. limestone-covered tower that lends graceful aesthetics
to the campus while providing music and the time of day for the university famtly to enjoy
between classes or on special occasions." the President said.
"Thts gift comes to the university as a result of the love that graduates and former
students have for their alma mater," said the President. "I've seen this kind of affection and
appreciation displayed often during my seven years here and I never cease to be just a bit
overwhelmed by it all. From the bottom of my heart. I want to thank the Helmans for their
sincere kindness and generosity."
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